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Ashley Delorme, 11, and Natasha Hamilton, 11, jog in Lower Reach Park for the St. Francis de Sales 
Catholic School Terry Fox Run Sept. 24. The school raised approximately $1,500. 
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Four representat ives,  two 
interpreters and deputy direc-
tor and vice-director general, 
from Xiangfan City, China came 
to Smiths Falls Sept. 25 to sign 
a memorandum of understanding 
with the town. 

The group arrived in council 
chambers at roughly 3:30 p.m. to 
sign the memorandum, which aims 
to establish and develop mutual 
co-operation on economic/busi-
ness trade, culture, education, sci-
ence and technology, health and 
well-being, tourism and to promote 
collaborate development in both 
Smiths Falls and Xiangfan City. 

The group went for lunch with 
representatives from the town, 
including Mayor Dennis Staples 
and chief administrative officer, 
Wayne Brown, and then took in 
local sights with community devel-
opment officer, Chuck Hudson, 
such as the Aquablue factory and 

Guildline Instruments. 
After signing the memorandum, 

Staples and Li Wenfeng, deputy 
director for the city, exchanged 
gifts. The mayor received a brass 
plate and silver coins, which rep-
resented Xiangfan City’s history. 
Staples presented Wenfeng with 
gifts such as prints of the Rideau 
Canal and golf shirts. 

Xiangfan City is home to about 
5.8 million people, and is located in 
the province of Hubei. The city is 
approximately 2,000 years old, and 
is also sister city to Boston, Mass.  

The meeting between the town 
and the city, as Staples says, was 
arranged through Rima Aristocrat, 
president and CEO of Willis 
College. 

The college has been developing 
educational partnerships with Chi-
nese educational institutions and 
government departments for the 
past 10 years because, Aristocrat 
says, there are tremendous busi-
ness and educational opportunities 

Partnership struck 
between Smiths Falls 
and Xiangfan City

see page 2
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From Front page

“Chinese cities are looking for oppor-
tunities to establish business relations 
and to develop sister city partnerships 
between Canadian and Chinese munici-
palities,” she says. “The opportunities 
are tremendous.” 

During her trip to China in August, 
Aristocrat had discussions with Xiangfan 
City officials; the city then expressed an 
interest in exploring economic opportu-
nities with Smiths Falls. 

Aristocrat become an unofficial 
ambassador in arranging for the two 
municipalities to meet in Smiths Falls. 
She says the similarities between both 
communities are strong.

“Smiths Falls is expanding … and 
Xiangfan City is looking for this vision, 
as well,” she says. “It was a perfect 
match.” 

Staples says the delegation seemed to 
be very happy with what they saw. 

“This is the start of a very important 
and significant relationship,” he says. 
“It’s been a privilege to have met the 
group, and we are looking forward to a 
continued relationship.” 

Wenfeng says he was delighted to 
be in town, and is very impressed with 
everything he saw Sept. 25. 

He says the environment was the one 

aspect of the town that interested him.
“It’s a very beautiful neighbour-

hood,” he says. “The people here are 
very friendly and we received very warm 
hospitality.” 

Liu Bangjian, vice-director general, 
says Smiths Falls is a beautiful town and 
was impressed with the hospitality he 

experienced.  
The delegation flew back to China the 

following day. 
Smiths Falls can expect another del-

egation, this time, government officials 
from Xiangfan City, to come to town 
Oct. 22, where they will make a formal 
announcement. 

Group wants 
to clean up 
storefronts
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Li Wenfeng, deputy director of the Xiangfan City, watches as Smiths Falls chief 
administrative officer Wayne Brown a memorandum of understanding.
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Smiths Falls partners with Chinese city

Lill Winkenweder wants to improve the down-
town core of the Town of Smiths Falls. 

Winkenweder, a representative from the Smiths 
Falls Core Stores Group and owner of Rowat’s 
Flowers and Gifts, presented the group’s concerns 
at Sept. 28 committee-of-the-whole meeting.

The group, which is comprised of a number of 
business owners who are working together to pro-
mote shopping in Smiths Falls, brought forth three 
issues: a need for street cleanup, a lack of tree bases 
and a requirement for a signboard bylaw. 

The group thinks a permit is needed which would 
allow businesses to place items out in their store-
front, such as flowers and seasonal decorations. 

“We’re trying to keep high standards in the 
town by decorating the outside of our stores,” she 
explained. “What kind of message are we putting 
out there (with the messy streets)?” 

Winkenweder noted the amount of dog drop-
pings, cigarette butts and garbage that litters the 
streets. She also discussed the group’s concern with 
tree bases and how they have been used by dogs 
and as garbage cans. 

“They are totally unacceptable,” she said. 
“Cigarette butts are a big issue.” 

Winkenweder asked council to take five minutes 
to walk around town and examine the issues she 
presented. 

Coun. Jack Traynor said he was glad the group 
came forward. 

“It’s an issue near and dear to my heart,” he said.  
“I understand these people’s frustration.” 

Coun. Chris Cummings agreed.
“This is an important item,” he said. “It needs 

to be dealt with sooner rather than later, and it’s a 
problem we need to find a solution for.” 

With regards to the tree bases, Winkenweder 
made reference to Coffee Culture, the new coffee 
shop about to open in town, and the brickwork sur-
rounding the tree located in the front of the shop on 
2 Russell St. E. She asked if the town would be able 
to do something similar to this. 

Chief administrative officer for the town, Wayne 
Brown, said the cost of this project was roughly 
$6,000, which is expensive, but also said the town 
may be able to undertake something similar. 

The garbage problem, Winkenweder said, could 
be solved with street sweeping.  In the past, street 
sweeping has only taken place in the spring, after 
the winter, to rid the streets of salt residue, said 
Coun. Ken Graham. 

Graham said the town’s public works staff has 
recently been reduced from 24 to 10, which has 
made juggling jobs challenging. 

“There are only so many hours in a day,” he said. 
Graham also said council should determine if 

there are budget implications to the coming solu-
tions. 

“Nothing’s going to happen in two to four weeks, 
especially if it has budget implications,” he said. 
“We need costs and options, and there’s no money 
left in the pot for this year.” 

Coun. Dawn Quinn said there isn’t any clarity 
with sign bylaw, which is part of the problem. 

“We need to put a timeline on this, and we need to 
know when it’s going to be put in force,” she said. 

Councillors have asked for a staff report on all of 
the issues brought forward.  

This issue will be brought to the next committee-
of-the-whole meeting, which is slated for Oct. 13 at 
5 p.m. For more information about this group, visit 
http://www.smithsfallscorestoresgroup.com/ 


